
Blazingthetails
Pick up a pre war Ordnance Survey map and one thlng
stands out - or, more correctl\1it doesnt. Because, however
hard you look, you won t spot a single public nght of way

n 1935, even local councils had
no record of the footpaths and
bridleways in their areas. But all
that was about to change. Afrer a

vigorous Ramblers campaign, the
wide-ranging Narional Parks and Access
co rhe Counrryside Act 1949 required
councils ro survey and record all the righcs
of way in England and Wales - totalling
over 140,000 miles today.

"We campaigned for the legislation, and
then our volunceers helped parish councils
wirh the enormous rask of researchrng all
rheir local pachs," says Adrian Morris, che
Ramblers' head of walkrng envrronment.
"By 1958, the Ramblers had persuaded
Ordnance Survey ro start showrng this
new dara on ir. derailed local maps. giving
walkers a clear piccure of rhe nghts of
way network for the very 6rst time. These
maps are still checked by local Ramblers
volunteers today."

But it didnt stop there. Ever since 1935,
Tom Stephenson - che Ramblers'
first full time
secretary - had
dreamed of
an adventure
trarl stretching
from the Peak
District to the
Sconish border.
The Pennine rWay

was a long hme
coming, but the
1949 Act had laid
the foundations
of our modern
national rrails and, in 1965, Tom's dream
at last became a reality. Ramblers also
helped ro esrablish many other trails,
including the Thames Pach, Glyndwr's
Way and rhe Cotswold Way.

Back at Vestminster, Ramblers
campaigners continued lobbying for

fr-rrther
improvements
in rights of way
legislation.
"In 1968,
Parliament
required

I councils ro
signpost their
foorparhs,"
says Adrian.

"Then in 1981, we helped to defeat
proposals rhar would have abolished tne
nght of appeal against footpath closures
and diversrons."

Nevertheless, walkers were still
frustrated co find parhs ploughed up
and planted with crops. "The Ramblers
already had firm ideas on tackling this

issue," says Adrian, "so we jumped ar
the chance ro work with Lincolnshire MP
Edward Leigh. He successfully piloted the
Right' oi Way A.r through larl iament in
1990, placing time limits on reinstating
pachs after ploughing and cropping."

!7ith so much legislatioo already in
the bag, you'd think that the righrs
of way network would be done
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cal l ing for act ion to pur rhings r igl lr
(see p I 8). Bur Ranblers aren't  just
looking ro pohricians for answels.

"Mor-e lnd more of ol lr  l ()cal voluntccrs
l ike to do pr:ruical rvork," says Adriai.
"Thar tradit ion goes r ighr back to l9-j5,
although rhese clays we provide insurance,
as u'el l  as guidance on herlth and safe$.,
so tha! oLrr ioorparh rvorkers can gct on

SPECIALFEATURE

rvi th thc job on the glound. Alrogc cr,
tho save local councrls ovcr d-i00,000
ever_t ye?lr ol l  nr ir inrcnit tce encl thet 's ir
r-c:r l  hclp in these recession.rrt  t inrt-s."

Yer even rh:rt  l igurc lool<s t inv conrper-cd
u,i th dre 17.50 nri l l ion fhaf walkrng

l lcr lerarcs ior rhe Welsh tourist ccononr.
l h . r t  I  i r r , t , , l  \  ' \ r  r i  . r l ' l c  d c ! c l i , p n r r r r  \
cL iving m:rjor- invesrment in the Welsh
(bastrr l  Purh, rvhich is ser to iul l l  opel
in 20 12, eighr ve:r ls ahcirr-1 of ics English
coL l terl) :rrt .  Rl nr Lrler s volr l l t feers rrr 'c
he.rvi ly involvecl in <4rening up secrions
in C)eredigi ion, the Llvn Peninsula:rrd
Crrdi i i  Bar' ,  Lrs rvel l  rs rvorking rvidr
the Welsh i \sscnrblv Governnent on
nrelkct ing rhe re,,v path.

' 'A usatrLe parh nerrw)rk isnt jLrst ab()ur
leisure," sars Aclr ian. "Thele are he:r lrh,
economic ancl corrnrLrni|v beneti$, f t)o.
a ,e r r r 'S  nc , ' n l c  o t  r  o l  l he r r  r . r f \  r ' l , r l c .  i o
saler neighboLrrhoods, :rnd redLrces crf bon
ell l lssions We u'orl i  to mirke alL th,rr
poss i l ' l e . . r r r d  rhe  I ' r gg r . r , l r . r l l . nge  t . r . r r r g
ns nolv is to ensLrrc impendir ' tg cortnci l
Lrudgcr cucs dor' t  consien nany footpirrhs
ro rhe scrapheap through ncglccc." I

rnd dustecl.  l t
isn'r.  We'r 'e al l
seel l  Piths that
:rrc blocked
()r ultLts:tL)lc '
-  arld there's
an l l lcreaslng
problern rvith
'al lev garing'
ln urbal l

Throughour
rhis Ciencral
Eleccion
vear, the
Ramblers'
walking

mirnifesto is

! f . , ' i ,r, [ ,  CreatingtheThamesPath
"The idea of a long walk along the
Thames from Putney to Lechlade, in
Gloucestershire, goes back to the 1930s
So when we achieved the wonderful
National Parks Act in 1949 that al lowed
the creation of long-distance paths, i t 's
not surprising that this Thames walk was
virtual ly top of the 1i51. Bul trying to l ink
up the towpath without using long-gone
river ferr ies proved too problematic, and
it was consigned to a dusty shelf.

When I f i rst got involved aroLrnd 1970,
i t  was obvious that off icialdom would do
nothing to solve the Thames problem.
So, I  organised a Ramblers survey of the
Thames route using footpaths r ight to the
river's source, and created a guidebook
which, to everyone's amazement, proved

a bestseller. We addressed conferences
and lobbied authorit ies but l 've no doubt
the populari ty of our l i t t le guide was the
main factor in persuading the Countryside
Commission to adopt our concept.

The Thames Path National Trai l  was
formally opened in 1996 and is seen
so much as a Ramblers' creation that
we are st i l l  the authors of the off icial
gutde, updating it every year. lt's a good
feel ing knowing this walk has become a
permanent part of our national
heri tage, and that you helped
it into existence. Someone once
dismissed the Thames Path a5
'an impossible dream' - i t 's
good to know you can make
them come true."
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